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Sharptail populations respond well to habi-
tat management practices that reverse natu-
ral forest succession. Follow these techniques 

to encourage sharptail populations: 

1. Don’t plant evergreens within ½ mile of 

dancing grounds. 

2. Maintain existing marshes, grassland and 

brush areas. 

3. Cut old brush by dozing or hand cutting. 

4. Delay mowing of roadsides and hay-
fields until after the nesting period 

(August 1). 

5. Periodically conduct controlled burning 
of brush land in the spring or fall. Pre-
scribed burns must follow all local, state, 
and federal requirements, including ob-
taining a burning permit. Prepare ade-

quate firebreaks. 

6. Light to moderate grazing benefits 
sharptails by helping control natural suc-

cession. 

7. Leave or plant small grain food plots. 

8. Remove tall trees near grain plots and 

leks. 

9. Encourage your neighbors to manage 

their open lands for sharptails. 

Private landowners can be vital con-

tributors to a sharp-tailed grouse 

management plan, as some of the 

most productive areas for the bird 

are located on private lands in the 

eastern upper peninsula. Low intensi-

ty agricultural practices, such as the 

raising and mowing of hay, and 

livestock grazing has maintained 

large areas of Chippewa County in 

openings suitable for and utilized by 

sharp-tailed grouse. 

Information in this brochure was adapted from materials of the Min-
nesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, Michigan Sharp-tailed Grouse 

Association, and Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 

Sponsored by the Michigan Sharp-tailed Grouse Association 
and the Chippewa Luce Mackinac Conservation District 
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Resources for management 
 

Resources to assist in management on your 
property may be available through federal, 
state, or local agencies or other organiza-
tions.  Contact your local Conservation District 
to learn more about resources available in 
your area.  Examples of current programs 
include: 
 
 Farm Bill programs 
 - Grassland Reserve Program 
 - Wetland Reserve Program 
 - Environmental Quality Incentives Pro-
   gram 
 
 Hunting Access Program 
 
 Michigan Department of Natural Re-

sources Wildlife Habitat grants 
 
 Other non-profit, local, state, and federal 

funding sources 



Managing Your Land for Sharp-tailed Grouse 

Where are sharp-tailed grouse? 
Michigan is on the eastern edge of the occupied 
sharp-tailed grouse range in the United States. 
The primary sharp-tailed grouse range in Michi-
gan since the early 1990s has been in the east-
ern Upper Peninsula. Here, they are associated 
with relatively large grassland and grassland-
shrub complexes. 
  
Can I manage my land for sharptails? 
Sharp-tailed grouse prefer a complex of expan-
sive, open or semi-open grasslands and brush 
lands.  If sharp-tailed grouse are present on or 
near your property, some characteristics to look 
for on your land are: 

 hay land or pasture land 

 old fields 

 semi-open brush 

 open bog or marsh complexes 

 supports or once supported sharptails 
 

Habitat threats: 

 Succession—reversion of open land to 
dense shrubland or forest 

 Intensive management  that leaves little 
herbaceous vegetation (ex. large-scale 
haying, intense grazing) 

 

Preferred habitat includes: 

 A large open treeless area for the dancing 
ground (lek) 

 Brush for cover and nesting habitat 

 Seeds and berry-producing plants which 
also harbor insects for food 

 Scattered clumps of aspen or birch for win-
ter foods (buds) 

 Foods include:   
- Buds and catkins of aspen, bog birch, 
shrubs 
- Fruit of mountain ash, sumac, juniper and 

chokecherry trees 
  

What about other wildlife? 
Good sharptail habitat also supports deer, musk-
rats, mink, sandhill cranes, short-eared owls, wa-
terfowl, and many other wildlife species. 

Habitat management 
Since most areas in Michi-
gan’s sharptail range were 
historically forested, active 
management is often 
needed to maintain sharp-
tailed grouse habitat. 
Practices that can benefit 
sharp-tailed grouse in-
clude: 
 
Grassland landscapes 

 low intensity haying and/or pasturing 

 periodic mowing and/or removal of brush 

 prescribed fires 
 
Forested landscapes that support sharptails 
 

 Timber sales/cuttings—primarily near other 
open land, whether naturally open or regener-
ating forest 

 Allowing sites to regenerate naturally, rather 
than replanting—this can extend the time that 
these areas are utilized by open land species 

 
Plantings 
1 - 2 acres of one or more of the following will 
benefit sharp-tails: 

 Small grains such as wheat, oats, flax, barley 
or buckwheat corn 

 Sunflowers 

 Red, white, or alsike clover 
 
Plantings should be at least 100 yards from trees 
over 15-20 feet tall, and away from evergreens. 
Dancing grounds, or leks, are typically located 
more than ½ mile from trees >25-feet tall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pine Barrens 
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Sting Bogs, Sedge Meadows 
Photo: Pat J. Comer 

Recreational Opportunities in the  
Eastern Upper Peninsula 

 
Michigan’s Hunting Access 
Program (HAP) was created in 
1977 to increase public hunt-
ing opportunities and connect 
hunters with hunting lands 
through mutual beneficial 
agreements with farmers and 
private landowners. The HAP 
program was expanded to 
the Eastern Upper Peninsula in 
2014 to help hunters gain 
access to potential sharp-tail habitat, which is pre-
dominantly found on private lands. Enrolled HAP 
lands may also include hunting for other small 
game species. Hunters can verify the type(s) of 
hunting allowed on each HAP land by visiting 
www.michigan.gov/hap. Hunting on HAP lands in 
the Eastern Upper Peninsula is available from Oct. 
10 to 31 for farms that allow sharp-tail hunting 
only and from Sept. 15 through November 10 for 
farms that are open for small game. For more in-

formation 
contact the 
Conserva-
tion District 
or Michigan 
DNR via the 
contact in-
formation on 
back of this 
brochure). 

 

Grasslands 
Photo: E. Patrick Carr 

 
 
 
 


